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tions must collide. We respect Islam. Every
day in our own land, millions of our own citi-
zens answer the Moslem call to prayer. And
we know the traditional values of Islam, de-
votion to faith and good works, to family and
society, are in harmony with the best of
American ideals. Therefore, we know our
people, our faiths, our cultures can live in
harmony with each other.

But in the Middle East, as elsewhere
across the world, the United States does see
a contest, a contest between forces that tran-
scend civilization, a contest between tyranny
and freedom, terror and security, bigotry and
tolerance, isolation and openness. It is the
age-old struggle between fear and hope.

This is the conflict that grips the Middle
East today. On one side stand the forces of
terror and extremism, who cloak themselves
in the rhetoric of religion and nationalism but
behave in ways that contradict the very teach-
ings of their faith and mock their patriotism.
These forces of reaction feed on disillusion-
ment, on poverty, on despair. They stoke the
fires of violence. They seek to destroy the
progress of this peace. To them, I say, you
cannot succeed. You will not succeed. You
must not succeed, for you are the past, not
the future.

The people of Jordan and all those
throughout the Arab world who are working
for peace are choosing progress over decline;
choosing reason, not ruin; choosing to build
up, not tear down; choosing tomorrow, not
yesterday. The people of Jordan on this day,
through King Hussein, have pledged them-
selves to a treaty based on a fundamental law
of humanity, that what we have in common
is more important than our differences.

This was the message of Moses’ farewell
address to the children of Israel as they gath-
ered to cross the River Jordan when he said,
‘‘I have set before you life and death, bless-
ings and curses. Choose life so that you and
your descendants may live.’’ And it is the
message the Prophet Mohammed brought to
the peoples of other faiths when he said,
‘‘There is no argument between us and you.
God shall bring us together, and unto him
is the homecoming.’’

Today the people of Jordan and the people
of Israel have reached across the Jordan
River. They have chosen life. They have

made a homecoming. And tonight we say,
thanks be to God, Ilham du Illah.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:32 p.m. in the
Chamber at the Parliament. In his remarks, he
referred to Ahmad Lowzi, President of the Senate,
and S’ad Ha’il Srour, Speaker of the Lower
House.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Hafiz al-
Asad of Syria in Damascus
October 27, 1994

Q. Gentlemen, do you think you will be
able to agree on new steps toward peace
today? President Asad?

President Asad. We hope so. If we don’t
have this desire we wouldn’t have any incen-
tive for such a meeting. And so the peace
process needs efforts, and it always has its
own difficulties. People think that with a
magic word they might be able to achieve
peace, but this is not possible.

President Clinton. Thank you. We’re
working hard.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately 9:15
a.m. at the Presidential Palace. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

The President’s News Conference
With President Asad in Damascus
October 27, 1994

President Asad. President Clinton, ladies
and gentlemen, I am pleased to welcome
President Clinton in Damascus, the oldest
continuously inhabited city in the world, in
the heart of the region which witnessed the
dawn of human civilizations and the cradle
of divine religions. This region whose peoples
have long suffered, especially throughout the
century, through the horrors of wars, the bit-
terness of conflict and bloodshed, hopes at
last to enjoy peace and stability.

The visit of President Clinton at the head
of the high-level American delegation to our
country, and the positive and fruitful talks
we had today constitute an important step
towards the realization of this noble objective
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to which the people of the region and the
world at large aspire.

Our talks today have focused on the dif-
ferent aspects of the peace process and its
developments. In this regard, I would like
to express my deep satisfaction with the fact
that our views were identical regarding the
importance of achieving a comprehensive
peace on the basis of Security Council Reso-
lutions 242 and 338 and the principle of land
for peace and that the solution we seek has
to be just in order to be stable and lasting.

I have reaffirmed to President Clinton the
continued commitment of Syria to the peace
process and her serious pursuit of a com-
prehensive and just peace as a strategic
choice that secures Arab rights, ends the
Israeli occupation of the Arab land in con-
formity of the Security Council Resolutions
242, 338, and 425, and enables all peoples
of the region to live in peace, security, and
dignity.

I also stressed to President Clinton—ema-
nating from the principle, full withdrawal for
full peace, I stressed to President Clinton the
readiness of Syria to commit itself to the ob-
jective requirements of peace through the es-
tablishment of peaceful, normal relations
with Israel in return for Israel’s full with-
drawal from the Golan to the line of June
4, 1967, and from the south of Lebanon.

In this context, the statement of President
Clinton on the eve of his trip to the region
asserting that no comprehensive peace can
be achieved in the region without Syria is
a realistic expression that reflects an inter-
national consensus regarding this fact. Our
nation has sacrificed hundreds of thousands
of martyrs, not out of love for war or fighting
but in defense of its rights, dignity, and land.
That’s why we aspire today to transform the
region from a state of war to a state of peace:
a peace that engenders to each party its
rights, ends occupation, saves the blood of
the innocent, and preserves man’s dignity; a
peace that prevails throughout the region and
enables its peoples, both Arabs and Israelis,
to live in security, stability, and prosperity.

Finally, I would like to convey greetings
to the American people through President
Clinton and to thank President Clinton for
his personal efforts and the efforts of his
aides. I would like to express my readiness

to work with him for achieving a real, com-
prehensive, and just peace in the region.

Thank you.
President Clinton. I am glad to have had

the opportunity to stop in Syria to meet with
President Asad. After yesterday’s signing of
the peace treaty between Israel and Jordan,
I came to Damascus today to continue work-
ing for our common goal of peace in the Mid-
dle East.

During our meeting this morning, Presi-
dent Asad and I affirmed our common com-
mitment to that goal and want to accelerate
progress toward our objective. Yesterday’s
signing represents an important step forward.
But our job will not be done and we will
not rest until peace agreements between
Israel and Syria and Israel and Lebanon are
achieved.

A Syrian-Israeli agreement is key to
achieving a comprehensive peace. Given Syr-
ia’s important regional role, it will inevitably
broaden the circle of Arab States willing to
embrace peace. And it will build confidence
throughout the area that peace will endure.

My talks here with President Asad are a
sign of our mutual determination to achieve
a peace of the brave as quickly as possible.
The United States will do everything possible
to help make that a reality.

For peace to endure, it must also be just.
Peace between Israel and Syria must be
based on United Nations Security Council
Resolutions 242 and 338 and the principle
of land for peace. Peace must also be real:
more than mere words on paper; more than
just the absence of war. Nations must estab-
lish normal peaceful relations.

Peace must also be secure for both sides.
Security for one side should not come at the
expense of the other’s security. Peace must
guarantee security against surprise attack by
any side. And peace must enable the parties
to invest in economic development, rather
than military might.

All sides must enjoy stability and tran-
quility. Violence must cease. Borders must
no longer be subject to aggression, terrorist
infiltration, violent acts, or bombardment.
The murderous acts of terror that we have
witnessed over the past weeks have two tar-
gets: first, innocent people who have been
killed and wounded; and second, the very
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peace that President Asad supports. All who
work for peace must condemn these terrorist
acts. President Asad and I agree that the
peace process allows no place for the killing
of innocent civilians.

I also told President Asad of my desire to
see the relations between our two nations im-
prove. In an era of peace, improved relations
would benefit both countries and improve re-
gional stability and security.

Finally, I want to tell the Syrian people
how very glad I am to have the opportunity
to visit your country, if only briefly. Like your
neighbors in Israel, you have waited too long
and have suffered too much to be further
denied the hope for a new and better future.

On behalf of the American people, I
pledge that I will work with President Asad
to do everything possible to make real this
new and peaceful future.

Thank you.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. President Asad, you do seem to hold,

in the minds of many, the key to a com-
prehensive peace in the Middle East, and
you have now expressed the bottom line of
what will be true peace in the Middle East.
How do you intend to go about getting it?
And how soon will it occur?

And President Clinton, do you agree that
there should be a full withdrawal of Israeli
troops from the Golan Heights to Lebanon
and Syrian troops from Lebanon to make a
real peace in the Middle East?

President Clinton. I think I answered the
question in my statement. We believe that
the peace between Israel and Syria must be
based upon the United Nations Security
Council resolutions. And we made some
progress today in our own talks, the details
of which, as you would expect, I am not free
to discuss. But we are moving forward today,
consistent with the United Nations Security
Council resolutions, and we will continue to
do it until we have a peace that is based on
those resolutions.

President Asad. For a long time we’ve
been moving according to a mechanism that
pushes us to achieve the peace process. We
are relying in this, as President Clinton said,
on Security Council resolutions and on dif-
ferent activities undertaken by all the parties,

particularly the United States of America.
We achieved a few things, and we didn’t
achieve other things. We are going to con-
tinue our pursuit in order to reach there, in
this way or in any other more effective way,
in order to achieve peace sooner.

Q. [Inaudible]—security and stability of
the region?

President Clinton. I didn’t get the trans-
lation. Am I on the wrong channel?

[At this point, the question was repeated.]

Well, first, as I said, I think the role of
Syria in the security and stability of the re-
gion is absolutely critical. I don’t think we
can finish a comprehensive peace or maintain
peace in the region unless there is peace be-
tween Syria and Israel. And I think the bene-
fits that would come to the people of both
countries over the next several years are
enormous if such a peace can be achieved.

My view of President Asad, based on our
two meetings and our many conversations
over the telephone and his constant willing-
ness to receive the Secretary of State and
other representatives of the United States,
is that he is committed to achieving peace.
He is clearly a very effective and determined
advocate for the interests of his country and
its people. But I believe he wants peace, and
I believe we will achieve it.

Q. President Asad, the majority of the
Israeli public, according to the polls, does not
believe it is physically safe to give up the
Golan Heights. This mistrust has been added
to by the fact that you haven’t visited Israel;
you haven’t met with Mr. Rabin; there’s no
direct talks; you haven’t spelled out the exact
terms of peace; your support for 10
rejectionist groups in Damascus and
Hezbollah. All this taken together, sir, I want
to know what assurance can you give the
Israeli public—now that you are able to ad-
dress them through this press conference,
they could hear you—what assurance can you
give them that withdrawal will indeed lead
to true peace and not to the next war? Thank
you very much.

President Asad. The concern of any coun-
try in the world about its security does not
justify for that particular country to preserve
the lands of other states, of other countries.
And countries which fought throughout his-
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tory did not put conditions for achieving
peace that one party should visit the other
or should not visit the other.

The issue is not concerning a rhetorical
or formal issue and not with a visit. There
are people who visited Israel before, but he
himself complained—when he was in office,
he complained and went on for a long time
before being able to reach a peace agreement
with Israel.

The important point is that the assump-
tions or the attempts to confine the peace
process to small things, to formal things con-
cerning the visit of one party to the other,
or that one of us is concerned about security
and that he should arrive there or we should
take them there—to be secure and not to
have any concern from anything—this was
never there in reality or in books.

There’s nothing we have that proves our
design for peace, except our saying that we
want peace. And anyone who does not be-
lieve what we are saying, he would have no
other way for peace. It would be him that
does not want peace.

What also makes us believe that they want
peace? We have many proofs which we have
against them that they do not want peace and
not us who don’t want peace. Such matters
to a certain extent were the subject of discus-
sion and contemplation between me and
President Clinton, and we are both con-
vinced, as I believe, we are convinced that
the United States is serious in pushing the
peace process forward.

And as I’ve heard from President Clinton,
he has proved that we are serious. Why the
others are not convinced that we are seri-
ous—although I heard statements from
Israeli officials which said that Syria is serious
in the peace process—and probably what I
remember is that Rabin was in the front, he
was in the front of those people who said
a short while ago that Syria is serious in want-
ing peace. And I hope I remember quite
well, I hope my memory is accurate in this.
I heard him saying and asserting that Syria
is serious in the peace process. So of whom
is he afraid?

Q. Mr. President, in your speech today you
emphasized the significance of security for
both sides, i.e., Syria and Israel. On numer-
ous occasions, Israeli leaders have sought

preferential and rather advantageous security
arrangements as a precondition for any peace
pact with Syria. It’s common knowledge that
Israel possesses a huge arsenal of both con-
ventional and mass destruction weapons, re-
fuses to sign the nuclear arms nonprolifera-
tion treaty. How do you explain your en-
dorsement of any future package of security
arrangements in view of Israel’s illogical and
unacceptable precondition?

President Clinton. Well, first of all, I
don’t have to explain it because there won’t
be a peace agreement until both sides agree
on security measures. And these are meas-
ures that to some extent are objective and
to some extent are based on intuition—the
feeling about what the possible future threats
to Syria and to Israel are.

But the United States has absolutely no
hesitation in facilitating an open and straight-
forward exchange on those issues. Both sides
will have to be satisfied that their security
needs are met. And it’s been my experience
that the countries, and particularly their lead-
ers, are the best judge of what those security
requirements are.

I don’t believe for a moment that Presi-
dent Asad or Prime Minister Rabin would
agree to a peace that would undermine the
security of either nation. I think both of them
will feel that they’re more safe after the
agreement rather than less safe. And that,
to me, is the ultimate answer to this question.

Q. Mr. President, Secretary Christopher
said that leaders, Presidents like yourself, are
capable of bold moves that negotiators and
diplomats aren’t able to make. Can you tell
us, were there any bold moves made today
that you can report in terms of agreements
on the Golan Heights or peace or terms of
security?

President Clinton. Well, let me restate
what I said earlier. First of all, I respect and
I welcome the statement that President Asad
has made here today, which goes beyond, in
my judgment, the public diplomacy initia-
tives which have been made in the past. And
I think that that statement should be reassur-
ing to the people of Israel and should encour-
age more dialog and a greater willingness to
pursue the peace process.

Secondly, in our private discussions there
was some progress made, the details of which
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I will not and I should not discuss at this
time. But we are moving forward. I will obvi-
ously see Prime Minister Rabin. We will have
a frank and open discussion, as we always
do, and we’ll do what we can to keep moving
forward.

Q. President Clinton, I have a question
for you please. On numerous occasions the
United States has stressed commitment to
Israel’s security and has provided Israel with
all forms of financial and military support.
How would you, Mr. President, reconcile
your role as an honest intermediary in the
peace process and your different way of deal-
ing with Syria, which since the outset of the
peace process has confirmed her seriousness
and positive attitude to make the process suc-
cessful?

President Clinton. The commitment of
the United States to the security of Israel
is something that goes back a long way, is
of long standing, and is a given as a part of
our foreign policy. I think that, notwithstand-
ing that commitment, President Asad and all
others in the Middle East who have dealt
with us in this peace process would say that
we have done our best, not just me but espe-
cially the Secretary of State, Mr. Ross, and
others, to be an honest intermediary, to carry
the legitimate concerns of the various parties,
to try to help them make peace.

I would say to you, if I might, what I said
in the previous answer: This peace agree-
ment will never occur unless Israel and Syria
sign with the absolute conviction that they
will be more secure for signing it, not less
secure. So whatever the details of the ulti-
mate security arrangement are in this peace
treaty, if it is signed by the leaders of both
countries it will only be because they are
both convinced that they will be safer after
they sign than they are before. And we will
support that in any reasonable way that we
can.

Q. President Asad, President Clinton re-
ferred to terrorism earlier. As you are aware,
the United States keeps Syria on its lists of
countries that sponsor terrorism. Did you in
this discussion promise not to sponsor terror-
ism anymore? Did you acknowledge that you,
in fact, do? And can you tell us what the
Syrian view is of terrorist activities?

President Asad. We did not discuss ter-
rorism as a separate title. And the context
of our discussion mentioned some of the ex-
amples of the discussions which took place
between me and some of the senior Amer-
ican officials—these discussions which are
related to accusing Syria of supporting terror-
ism. I said in these discussions to the Amer-
ican senior officers, whom I asked then to
mention for me one incident in which Syria
has committed a terrorist action, and he was
helpless. He was not able to mention one
single incident in which Syria supported ter-
rorism.

Terrorism—but as it is known, the prob-
lem of terrorism is an accusation, allegation
because of the conflict between us and Syria.
This is a fact. None of you, in my opinion,
neither an Arab nor an American, who
doesn’t know that the reason for accusing
Syria of terrorism—it’s not because that Syr-
ians and those who are in Syria are practicing
terrorism but for reasons which are related
to our stand regarding Israel. That’s why this
accusation went on for a very long time. And
regardless of the desire of many people, both
in Syria and the United States, in different
times to solve this problem, we did not reach
until now such a solution.

But at any rate, this was not one of the
topics on the agenda in my discussion with
President Clinton, and we are discussing
what is more important. And our concern
and focus was on the peace process.

If the time allows, I would have asked all
of you, does any one of you have anything
that proves that Syria has done a single ter-
rorist act. But I don’t want this to be a ques-
tion to you because time does not allow such
a question.

President Clinton. I’ll make two points.
First of all, in our meeting, I said and I be-
lieve President Asad agrees, that if we are
going to have peace in the region and a peace
agreement is made, then supporting those
who try to undermine a peace that is made
is inconsistent with that, particularly if they
try to undermine it with terrorist tactics.

Secondly, we do not, we cannot, and we
will not support the killing of innocent civil-
ians. And President Asad has said repeatedly
and said to me in our meeting today that
he thought that was wrong as well, wherever
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it occurred, whether in the bus incident or
in Hebron. So we did discuss it in that con-
text.

I am here because I believe strongly that
the best way to bring an end to terrorism
in this part of the world is to achieve a com-
prehensive peace. And I believe we should
keep working at it until we get the job done.

Q. President Clinton, you said many times
that achieving a progress on the Syrian track
is the basis for achieving a just and com-
prehensive peace in the region. And inci-
dents have shown that the stalemate in this
track now is caused by the rejection of Israel
to fully withdraw from the Golan and from
the south of Lebanon. Do you believe, Mr.
President, that it is possible to overcome this
obstacle during this visit of yours to Syria?
Thank you.

President Clinton. No, I don’t believe
we’ll announce a peace treaty on this visit.
I don’t believe we will finish the job on this
visit. I do know we have made some progress
here, and I expect to make some progress
in Israel.

I believe, and I have told all the parties
in the Middle East this, that we should build
on what has happened and try to accelerate
this peace process, not slow it down.

The people of Israel have been shaken by
the incidents in the last couple of weeks. But
I also think they must have been lifted up
by the signing yesterday with Jordan. And
they also should have been encouraged by
President Asad’s speech to the Parliament,
by Foreign Minister Shara’s interview on
Israeli television, by the statement President
Asad made here today.

So no, I wish we were signing a peace trea-
ty on this trip. We won’t do it, but we are
making progress.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s 76th news conference
began at 12:55 p.m. in the Great Hall at the Presi-
dential Palace. In his remarks, President Clinton
referred to Dennis B. Ross, Special Middle East
Coordinator, and Foreign Minister Farouk al-
Shara of Syria. President Asad spoke in Arabic,
and his remarks were translated by an interpreter.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of this news conference.

Proclamation 6750—Veterans Day,
1994
October 27, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Each year, we set aside November 11 to

honor the men and women who have served
in our Nation’s Armed Forces. Their stories
are not only of past glory and current sac-
rifice; their lasting contributions are to our
future as well. Their deeds and dedication
assure us and the generations to come that
America’s great promise of freedom and hap-
piness will endure and flourish.

Fifty years ago on this day, American
forces of World War II were pushing the
enemy back across the European continent,
liberating hundreds of thousands along the
way. These heroic Americans fought to win
the peace, not just for themselves and for
their Nation, but for oppressed millions in
many lands.

The world has changed tremendously
since then. Today, the international role of
the United States has evolved from peace-
maker to peacekeeper. And still we call upon
our Armed Forces to serve our Nation and
to defend the cause of freedom everywhere.
Our men and women in uniform understand
that the ideals of democracy and self-deter-
mination are larger than any single nation.
The blood of Americans spilled on battle-
fields from Normandy to Korea to Vietnam
and the vigilant defense of freedom through-
out the Cold War have taught us a lasting
lesson: America can only rest secure when
every individual knows liberty and all nations
live at peace.

It is an extraordinary person who is willing
to step in harm’s way to protect others. Our
Nation has always been blessed with an
abundance of such men and women. We owe
our veterans an inestimable debt of gratitude.
On this day, we recognize how much they
have done, and are doing, to make a better,
safer tomorrow for all of us.

In order that we may pay due tribute to
those who have served in our Armed Forces,
the Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a))
that November 11 of each year shall be set
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